
May 10, 2016 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia, was held on May 

10, 2016, in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Danny Turner 

presiding. Council Members present included Danny Turner, Jennifer Bowles, Gene Teague, 

Mark Stroud and Sharon Brooks Hodge.  Staff present: City Manager Leon Towarnicki, 

Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda 

Conover, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley, Police Chief Sean Dunn and IT Director 

Esther Artis.   

Mayor Turner called the meeting to order.  Following the invocation by Council Member 

Teague and Pledge to the American Flag, Mayor Turner welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider providing assistance to the Henry-Martinsville Health Department in regard to 

implementation of several capital projects at the facility on Commonwealth Boulevard – City 

Manager Towarnicki explained that the Health Department had three projects that they are 

requesting the City’s assistance including an addition to the parking area, remodeling of the 

lobby area and replacing aged heating and air conditioning equipment.  The City contracts for 

the work, hires the contractors and pays the invoices then the Health Department refunds the 

costs.  Ann Lovett was present to answer any questions.  Council Member Teague made a 

motion to provide assistance as outlined in the addendum.  Council Member Hodge seconded 

the motion with all Council Members voting in favor to provide assistance. 

Consider approval of minutes of the April 18, 19 and 21, 2016 Work Sessions, April 25, 

2016 Neighborhood Meeting and April 26, 2016 Meeting – Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion 

to approve all minutes as presented.  Council Member Teague seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor to approve the minutes. 

Consider presentation of a Proclamation regarding National Police Week 2016 and Peace 

Officers’ Memorial Day – Council Member Stroud read the proclamation and presented it to 

Police Chief Dunn who thanked Council Members for the recognition on behalf of the 

Martinsville Police Department.   
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Consider recognizing the month of May, 2016 as GBS/CIDP (Guillian-Barre Syndrome 

and Chronic Inflammatory Demyelinating Polyneuropathy (CIDP) awareness month – Council 

Member Teague read the proclamation and Mayor Turner presented it to Rick Forney, local 

GBS/CIDP liaison.  Mr. Forney shared his story with Council.  He thanked Council for the 

Proclamation and allowing him to speak on the syndrome, stating there is so much about 

GBS/CIDB that is not known. 
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Consider recognizing the Martinsville-Henry County chapter of National Society of Black 

Engineers (NSBE) – Council Member Hodge read the Proclamation and presented it to Helen 

Howell, founder of the local NSBE chapter and to the students in attendance.  Ms. Howell 

thanked Council.  She explained the Nascar theme chosen this year and introduced the team 

coaches.  Lex Hairston explained the procedure and said that the participants were very 

successful.  Bryan Rucker, Male Student of the Year was introduced and thanked Ms. Howell 

for her guidance.   
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Hear an update from Amanda Witt of the Martinsville-Henry County Chamber of 

Commerce regarding activities related to the City/C-PEG Small Business Development 

contract – Witt updated Council on Small Business and Entrepreneurial Incentives Strategic 

Marketing Priorities.  She explained the contractual agreement and the strides C-PEG has 

made to advance the City’s desired key outcomes and the marketing plan.  She described the 

growth of the incubator and visits made to other Incubators and Farmers Markets to see what 

makes those successful.  They are planning Start Up Martinsville year two and continue to 

work with those who participated in year one including those who did not received rewards.  

She explained how they would measure growth using 2015-2016 as a benchmark.  Council 

Members thanked Ms. Witt and C-PEG for their partnership and excelling in what Council has 

asked of them.  Witt thanked City Manager Towarnicki and City Departments for their 

cooperation.   

Consider setting public hearing for Council’s May 24, 2016 meeting for the purpose of 

receiving names of citizens interested in an appointment for one 3-year term on the 

Martinsville City School Board, beginning July 1, 2016 and ending June 30, 2019 – City 

Manager Towarnicki explained that a public hearing is needed at the next Council meeting.  

Those residents who are interested in a position on the School Board must stand and express 

their interest or be named during the public hearing.  Council Members would then interview  
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those candidates.  Vice Mayor Bowles made a motion to set the public hearing for May 24, 

2016.  Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.    

 

Consider approval of FY17 budget on second reading – City Manager Towarnicki briefly 

summarized the proposed budget and the steps that had been taken to date with requested 

cuts and changes.  Council Member Teague made a motion to adopt the budget on second 

reading.  Vice Mayor Bowles seconded the motion.  Mayor Turner asked the City Manager and 

City Attorney to relook at reversion.  A roll call vote was held:  Hodge, aye; Turner, aye, Stroud, 

aye; Teague, aye; and Bowles, aye. 
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Consider approval of consent agenda - A motion was made by Teague and seconded by 

Stroud to approve the consent agenda as presented, all Council Members voted in favor. 
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Comments by members of City Council – Hodge expressed concern about decisions that 

were made behind closed doors, stating that although Council passed the budget 

unanimously, that is not how government should work and the residents should know who 

made the proposal.  Bowles congratulated those rewarded with the Start Up Martinsville 

program and said she was glad the budget was approved unanimously.  Turner reminded 

residents of the ring ceremony for the MHS basketball team and the dedication ceremony of 

the scoreboards on May 22, 2016 at 5:00pm.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki mentioned the May 14th Spring 

Fling uptown from 9:00-2:00 and the National Club Baseball Tournament at Hooker field the 

coming weekend.  He said there would be a Grand Opening of the Thomas P. Dalton Idea 

Center on May 19, 2016 and the Big M Awards at the Martinsville High School also on May 19 

at 7:00pm.  He also said that the contractors would begin to take down the Bethel Lane tank 

on Wednesday May 11, 2016.   

City Attorney Monday said Carlisle School was recognized as the Best Private School in 

Southwest Virginia in Virginia Living Magazine.   
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Business from the Floor (not televised) –  

Helen Howell – would like a way to display the awards and storage of material for the 

National Society of Black Engineers local chapter.  Mayor Turner is looking at fundraising 

efforts.  Stroud asked how much space they would need.  Howell said a classroom size area 

would be sufficient.  This topic has been discussed and Hodge asked for a timeframe to settle 

that discussion. Towarnicki said they could look at the Housing Office as a possible location.   

Patrick Wright – wanted to know if the City handled social security concerns for those 

affected by the Spruce Street Apartment fire. 

There being no further business, a motion was made by Council Member Teague to 

adjourn the meeting, seconded by Council Member Hodge with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:45pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Danny Turner 

Clerk of Council           Mayor  

  

 


